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ously noncommittal, and they took steps to com-
plete the annexation.

On receiving a special letter of instructions from
the King, Andros set out in person for Hartford,
accompanied by a number of gentlemen, two trum-
peters, and a guard of fifteen or twenty redcoats,
"with small guns and short lances in the tops of
them." He journeyed probably by way of Nor-
wich, crossing the Connecticut River at Wethers-
field, where he was met by a troop of sixty cavalry
and escorted to Hartford. There, on October
31, 1687, the Governor, magistrates, and militia
awaited his coming. Seated in the Governor's
chair in the tavern chamber where the assembly
was accustomed to meet, he caused his commis-
sion to be read, declared the old Government
dissolved, selected two of those present as members
of his council, and the next day appointed the
necessary officials for the colony. Thence he went
to Fairfield, New Haven, and New London, commis-
sioning justices of the peace for those counties and
organizing the customs service. No resistance was
made to his proceedings, though it was generally
understood in the colony that the charter itself
had been spirited away and hidden in the hollow of
an oak tree, henceforth famous as the Charter Oak.